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Mountaintop resort offers many amenities
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WINTHROP, WASH. - When it opened in 1968, Sun Mountain was the culmination of

local resident Jack Barron's desire to share the countryside he loved with

others. Situated midway between Seattle and Spokane, it occupies a 3,000-foot

high mountaintop with spectacular 360-degree views of the Methow Valley below

and the rugged mountain peaks of the North Cascades National Park above.

THE BASICS: In 1987, the property was purchased by the Haub brothers from

Germany. They renovated the resort and opened the new lodge in 1990.

Today, the resort enjoys the reputation as one of the premier destination

resorts in the northwest. It is the recipient of numerous awards, including the

AAAFour Diamond Award (yearly since 1994) and the Wine Spectator Award of
Excellence.

THE UNIQUE: One of the tree trunks used for the lobby fireplace might be large

enough to supply the lumber needed to build an average house.

The resort is the recipient of a very large collection of animal heads once

owned by a local guide. He asked lodge owners to buy and display the collection

shortly before his death. Judging by the size and variety of game on display,

the fellow must have had little time to do anything other than hunt.

ACTIVITIES: The resort takes full advantage of the outdoor setting with 30

miles of hiking trails and 40 miles of mountain biking trails. Horseback riding

is offered at the resort stable. A fishing pond and tennis courts are on lodge

property along with workout and game rooms. Fly fishing, river rafting,

canoeing and golf are nearby options. Two pools and three hot tubs are perched

on the ridgeline and provide outstanding mountain views.

Winter activities include the second largest cross-country ski and snowshoe
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